
         St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School – Reading Intent 

Mission Statement 
 

“Jesus light our way on our faith journey. 
Be our guide, our joy and our hope, as we learn, live, love and pray together.” 

 
Reading Statement of Intent 

 
Our reading curriculum ensures that pupils’ vocabulary and language is developed throughout all key 
stages, so that our pupils learn to read fluently and with understanding.  Reading is taught in a range 
of ways, across the different subjects throughout the school.  Whole school, we follow the ‘Oxford 
Reading Tree’ scheme and as children work through the stages of the scheme, they are heard read 
regularly by either their teacher or a teaching assistant.  The importance of being heard read at home 
is communicated to parents at the start of each school year through curriculum workshops held in 
school. In these workshops, our EYFS parents are introduced to the phonics scheme and are taught 
how to sound the letters correctly, this is revised in the KS1 workshops also. 
 
The phonics programme followed at St. Joseph’s is ‘letters and sounds’ and pupils are taught in small 
ability groups in EYFS and Year 1.  Any pupils who need further phonics in Year 2 also attend these 
phonics lessons, whilst the rest of Year 2 pupils follow the phase 6 spelling programme.  Any pupils 
who need further phonics support after the Year 2 phonics check, or those who arrive in school 
needing this support in KS2 are taught phonics on a 1:1 basis by our language mentor in school. 
 
Guided reading lessons are taught in small groups in EYFS and KS1 matched to the ability and phonics 
knowledge of the children.  In KS2, whole class Guided Reading takes place and pupils are exposed to 
a range of challenging and stimulating texts.  These texts cover a range of genres and many chosen are 
‘Power of Reading’ books, a reading scheme followed in school. Using these well-planned and 
engaging sequences of lessons, teachers model the skills of reading and ask a range of comprehension 
questions.  Pupils are given different reading activities and questions, to help them develop in the 
skills of reading such as: word decoding, retrieval, summarising, inference and deduction.  Our reading 
is fed directly in to the pupils’ writing and the texts used engage pupils in their writing also. Any pupils 
who are finding reading difficult are identified quickly and intervention is put in place for them: the 
reading intervention taking place in school is called ‘Code X’, part of the ‘Project X’ reading 
intervention, which takes place for half hour, four times a week. 
 
All classes have a reading area and pupils are able to choose their own books from a wide range in our 
class libraries and school library.  As soon as pupils are assessed to have completed the Oxford 
Reading tree scheme, they will choose their own titles from the books we have in school.  A record of 
books read by our pupils, across the years, is kept in school. 
 
Reading for pleasure is an integral part of the reading curriculum and teachers across all classes share 
an end of day story with their pupils.  At the end of each day, teachers model reading with fluency and 
expression, whilst reading texts that are often beyond the ability of the class, thus exposing children 
to higher level vocabulary and themes.  Each year, we celebrate world book day, where pupils and 
teachers dress as their favourite character, we celebrate our most loved authors and books, and we 
hold book fayres.  EYFS host ‘bedtime stories’ where pupils come to school in their pyjamas and 
parents are invited to share a story with their child at the end of the day and KS1 have reading 
afternoons, where parents are invited.  


