Archdiocese of Birmingham

St. Joseph’s News

Friday 29" November 2024

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners,

God of all, you sent your Son to show us how to live. Help us to listen to the truth
and follow Jesus's example in our lives. Christ our King, help us to be like you, to listen
to your truth and to see that all people are important, no matter who they are or

where they come from.
Amen.

Dates for your Diary

Wednesday 4" December

#¥%% Christmas Dates for your Diary ##%8&

Monday 2" December
Wednesday 4" December

Tuesday 10" December
Wednesday 11" December
Thursday 12 December
Friday 13" December

Monday 16" December
Tuesday 17" December
Tuesday 17" December
Wednesday 18" December
Thursday 19" December
Friday 20" December

Monday 6% January

Mass led by Year 4 2.10pm

KS2 film night - £2 per child 3-4.30pm
Rec & KS1 film night - £2 per child 2.30-4.00pm
Y3 & Y6 visit to the Crescent Theatre

Y4 & Y5 visit to the Crescent Theatre

Christmas Dinner Day

Christmas Jumper Day - £1 per child

Reception, Y1 and Y2 Christmas Assembly 2.30pm

Rec, Y1 & Y2 North Pole Adventure trip

Y3 & Y4 Parents — KS2 Christmas Assembly 2.30pm
Y5 & Y6 Parents — KS2 Christmas Assembly 2.20pm
Christmas Carol Concert for Parents 2.30pm
School closes at 1pm for Christmas holidays  1.00pm

Return to school

School Term Dates 2024 -2025

8.40am

Teacher Days —
Monday 2" September 2024
Friday 25t October 2024
Friday 14t February 2025 -
MAC Teacher Day
Monday 215t July 2025

Autumn Term 2024 Spring Term 2025 Summer Term 2025
Monday 2" September 2024 Monday 6™ January 2025 Monday 28™ April 2025
to to to
Thursday 24t October 2024 Friday 14" February 2025 Friday 23" May 2025
HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM
Monday 4" November 2024 | Monday 24t February 2025 Monday 9% June 2025
to to to
Friday 20" December 2024 Thursday 17t April 2025 Monday 21 July 2025
END OF TERM END OF TERM END OF YEAR

Bank Holidays —
Friday 18t April 2025
Monday 5th May 2025

St Joseph’s Parish

Mass at St Joseph’s Church takes place every Sunday morning at 9.45am. Please do try to attend Mass as

often as you can.




Pastoral Team

In school we have a team of safeguarding DSLs, Wellbeing staff and we also have a Pastoral Team. Our
Pastoral Team is made up of myself (Mrs Ashley), Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell, Mrs Gowen, Mrs West,

Mrs Koumi, and Miss Crane. If any parents want to discuss any issues, please contact us at
pastoral@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk

Feedback from Parents’ Evening Questionnaire - November 2024 (results)
Thank you so much to all of the parents who took the time to complete our parental questionnaire at
yesterday’s Parents Evening. We had 78 responses and the questionnaire was to help us find out your views
on the provision delivered by school. It is a valuable tool for us to be able to celebrate what we do well but
to also have the data to see the vital areas we can pinpoint for improvement.

Here are the responses from the next three questions....

Q7: My child is making good progress
Neither agree nor . .
Strongly agree Agree . Disagree Strongly disagree
gly ag 4 disagree 4 gly 8
41% 34% 3 0 0
75% positive responses 3% neutral 0% negative

75% of respondents felt that their child was making good progress at school. There were no parents or
carers that felt negatively about this question, suggesting that those who answered neutrally would maybe
benefit from more clarification of how their child is progressing.

Q9: The school communicates with me effectively about my child’s progress

Neither agree nor
Strongly agree Agree . Disagree Strongly disagree
gly ag 4 disagree 8 gly 8
35% 41% 1% 0% 1
76% positive responses 1% neutral 1% negative

76% of respondents feel that the school communicate effectively regarding their child’s progress.

Q10: The school communicates with me effectively about how to support my child’s learning

Neither agree nor
Strongly agree Agree . Disagree Strongly disagree
gly ag 4 disagree g gly 4
34% 38% 5% 0% 1%
72% positive responses 5% neutral 1% negative

72% of respondents feel that the school communicates effectively on how to support their child’s learning.

A few of the comments we have received from parents: -

“There’s nothing, absolutely happy with the environment and the atmosphere”

“My children are very happy here”

“Excellent”

“So far this school is absolutely amazing”

“Thank you for supporting my child”

“My daughter likes this school very much”

“The school is one of the best schools, | would recommend for anyone because of the academic standard and
also faith base”

“I like the communication”

This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team;
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West


mailto:pastoral@stjosb7.bham.sch.uk

My Clothing - 10% discount on uniform

MyClothing have given us a 10% discount code to save you money on uniform costs please see below code
and details of the expiry date.

Code = UNIFORM10 Expires 20/12/2024

Toy Safety

Please see the Toy Safety fact sheet attached to this newsletter for your information.

Film Night - £2 per child

We will be holding our Advent fund-raising Christmas Film Nights once again this year. Y3, Y4,

Y5 and Y6’s Film Night will be on Monday 2" December until 4.30pm, and Reception, Year

1 and Year 2’s Film Night will be on Wednesday 4" December until 4.00pm (they will
start at 2.30pm). The cost of this will be £2 per child and this will include crisps or

popcorn and a drink. Letters have been sent out for this last week so if your child

would like to attend, please return £2 in an envelope with the correct money to
book their place.

We will release the children from the KS2 playground, so please be on time
to pick your child/ren up as it will be getting dark. Please note that if your child has not paid to take
part, they will need to be collected at the usual pick-up time of 3.20pm.

Online Safety Newsletter

Please find attached the Online Safety Newsletter for the month of December 2024 attached for your
information.

St Joseph’s Church Christmas Fair — 7" December

St Joseph’s Church will be having a Christmas Fair at 182 Thimble Mill Lane, B7 5HT on 7t" December 2024 at
11am. Please see poster below. They have lots of toys available to buy so pleas efo along and have a look.

Christmas Dinner — Thursday 12" December
Our School Christmas Dinner will take place on Thursday 12t December. The menu is

X Roast Turkey/ Chicken / Quorn/ Tempura Fish

* Yorkshire Pudding, Stuffing balls & Gravy

X Creamed Potatoes / Seasoned Roast potatoes

X Sprouts / Carrot / Sweetcorn

*  Christmas Ice Cream Tub / Christmas Cherry Cracknell /Mince Pie &
Cream

Children who have dinners normally in school will get Christmas dinner anyway, but
if your child usually has a packed lunch and you would like your child to have a dinner on this day, please
send in the payment of £2.70 in an envelope with your child’s name and class on it by Friday 6" December.

This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team;
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West


https://myclothing.com/

Christmas Jumper Non-Uniform Day — Friday 13™ December
Friday 13t December is ‘Wear Your Christmas Jumper Non-Uniform Day’ in school. The
cost of this will be £1 per child, and you should come to school dressed in your craziest
Christmas jumpers!!!

Christmas Performances
Our Christmas Performances take place on the following dates: -

Monday 16" December at 2:30pm Rec Y1 and Y2 Christmas Assembly 2.30pm
Tuesday 17*" December at 2:30pm KS2 Christmas Assembly for Y3 & Y4 Parents 2:30pm

Wednesday 18™ December at 2:20pm KS2 Christmas Assembly for Y5 & Y6 Parents 2:20pm

The children are working very hard to prepare for these already and would be
delighted to see their parents and carers in school to watch them perform. Please
come along; it makes such a difference to the children when their efforts are well
supported.

We will not be able to admit latecomers, this is because of the way the hall is set up, as entering the
hall will involve you walking through the stage area. For health and safety reasons, once the performance
has begun this will not be possible. Also, there will be no staff in the office area to admit people once the
plays have started, so please bear this in mind and allow enough time to get to school.

Starting School - Reception 2025 — apply now!

If you have a child that was born between 01-09-2020 and 31-08-2021, online application is
now open on the Birmingham City Council website for Reception school places for
September 2025. Preferences for school places must be submitted to the city council by 15t
January 2025. Please ensure that you have applied for places by then, as late applications
are less likely to get the school of their choice

Packed Lunches
| would like to remind you of the school rules regarding packed lunches. As a healthy school, we do not
allow the following things in packed lunches:

e Sweets or chocolate bars

e Nuts

e Fizzy or sugary drinks (and no cans or glass bottles)

We do not allow food such as burgers or hot sandwiches (ie sausage, egg, bacon) to be broughtin as a
packed lunch alternative. If your child brings a drink with their packed lunch, it should be either water or
fruit juice.

A packed lunch could consist of the following things:
e Sandwich/wrap/pitta
e Yoghurt/Fromage Frais
e Cheese/crackers
e Fruit (apple, banana, orange, pear etc)
e Salad/ vegetables (i.e., Carrot/Celery sticks, cucumber etc)
e Dried fruit/ seeds (raisins, apricots, sunflower seeds etc - NO nuts)
e Cold pasta salad/rice (in a suitable box)
e Crisps/biscuit/cereal bar

This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team;
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West



If your child brings in sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks, we will have no alternative but to confiscate them,
as such items are causing disruption at lunchtimes, with children swapping items in their lunchbox.
Confiscated items will have to be collected from school by an adult.

Please could | also ask that you talk to your child about swapping food with others. This could be
potentially dangerous for some of our children, who are on restricted diets due to serious allergies and
medical conditions. For this reason, please can we ask that you do not send any items that contain nuts
into school.

Thank you for your support with this.

Penalty Notice fines for holidays / poor attendance

Any days of absences that are unauthorised (this also includes ‘late after registration’ marks where a child
arrives after 9.15am) will now count towards number of absences. Penalty Notice fines will be issued for
term time leave of 5 or more consecutive days, or less days if you have had previous
unauthorised absence in the 10 weeks prior to the holiday. The fine for unauthorised holiday
is now £160 for each parent (reduced to £80 if paid within 28 days) for each child that was
absent. For example, if you have 3 children absent for term time leave, this would result in
each parent receiving a fine of £480 (reduced to £240 if paid within 28 days).

Please bear this in mind when you are booking travel arrangements for the school holidays. Any children
who are not back in school on time will be fined if they fit into the categories above. Medical absences
either side of school holidays will require evidence of iliness for them to be authorised.

Lunch-time Award

Our weekly lunchtime reward system is open to all children, to earn a reward
certificate for good behaviour during lunchtimes. Children will be chosen each week
and will receive their certificate in assembly and be mentioned in the newsletter.

Our lunchtime award winners for this week are:

Melody - Reception Ezekai - Year 3 Jasmine -Year3 Tian - Year 6
v  Class Attendance — weekly attendance treats
7~ o . . .
’r;i"::\ “ As you know, it is very important that children attend school every day, both for their
(/\\§ %]é wellbeing and academic achievement and also to encourage good habits for their future
/

working life. At the end of each half term, the class with the most certificates will be given a
treat!

Attendance — week ending 29™ November 2024

Well done to Year 5 class who had the best attendance this week with a fabulous 99.3%!

The full attendance figures are as follows:

Reception: 85.9% Year One: 94% Year Two 90% Year Three: 97.4%
Year Four: 94.5% Year Five: 99.3% Year Six: 89.3%

This gives a whole school attendance of 93.5%

This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team;
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West



@ of the week @

Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week;

Reception Elita Super progress in reading.

Year 1 Tyler Trying his best with all his work this week.

Year 2 Naode B Trying hard with his handwriting.

Year 3 Dagmawit For her excellent work in Maths and English this week.

Year 4 Rae Her acting skills when practising our Christmas play.

Year 5 Adolina Confidence, happiness and helpfulness

Year 6 Aryam Her resilience in Maths and always trying her best to succeed!
This Week’s News
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This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophetic

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team;
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West
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This half-terms virtues are: Intentional & Prophet

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact one of the safeguarding team;
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West



