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      St. Joseph’s News 
Friday 11th September 2026 

 

This half-term virtues are: Grateful and Generous 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West. 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff and Parishioners, 
 

A  Prayer  
Dear God, 
We thank you for Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
Who showed great love by giving his life for others. 
Help us, in his example, to love others generously and to serve you and our neighbours with joy. 
Teach us to be brave and to trust you, even when things are hard. 
May we always learn from the example of St. Maximilian Kolbe. 
 
Amen.    
 

Dates for your Diary  
 

Monday 14th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Two   2.15pm 
Tuesday 15th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year One   2.15pm 
Wednesday 16th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Three   2.15pm  
Friday 18th September   School Mass led by Year Five    2.00pm 
 

Monday 21st  September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Five   2.15pm 
Tuesday 22nd September   Curriculum Workshop & Residential Parent Talk – Y6 2.00pm 
Wednesday 23rd September  Curriculum Workshop – Reception    2.15pm 
Thursday 24th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Four   2.15pm 
 

Wednesday 30th September  Reception Welcome Service (details to follow)  2.45pm 
Friday 23rd October   School closes for half-term    3.20pm 
 

Monday 2nd November   Return to school     8.50am 
Wednesday 11th November  Parents’ Evening     2.30pm – 5.30pm 
     (school finishes at 2.15pm) 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



This half-term virtues are: Attentive & Discerning 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West. 

 

Curriculum Workshops 
We will be holding Curriculum Workshops for parents/carers in school in the coming 
weeks. These are based on the National Curriculum and designed to show you a little of 
what your children are learning in school, so that you can help them at home. We 
understand that childcare arrangements can sometimes be challenging; however, we 

kindly ask that younger siblings are not brought to the workshops. Thank you for your understanding.  
 
Monday 14th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Two   2.15pm 
Tuesday 15th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year One   2.15pm 
Wednesday 16th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Three   2.15pm 
Monday 21st  September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Five   2.15pm 
Tuesday 22nd September   Curriculum Workshop & Residential Parent Talk – Y6 2.00pm 
Wednesday 23rd September  Curriculum Workshop – Reception    2.15pm 
Thursday 24th September  Curriculum Workshop – Year Four   2.15pm 

 

School Mass – every Friday 
School Mass has now moved to a Friday and the next School Mass will be on Friday 18th September at 2pm, led by Year 
5. The children lead the Liturgy and work hard to prepare their readings each week. If you have never been to one of 
our Masses why not come along? You are all welcome to attend and you do not have to be Catholic to come to Mass. 
 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club has now reopened. All children who have attended Breakfast Club regularly last term will need to 
complete new registration forms if you haven’t already. Please note that the cost of Breakfast Club is £1.50 per day. 
All places are allocated and must be applied for. We would also like to remind parents that, when arriving for Breakfast 
Club, please use the pedestrian gate rather than the vehicle entrance to the car park. Staff vehicles are arriving at the 
same time, and using the pedestrian gate helps to ensure everyone's safety. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Is my child too ill for school? 
As we move into the colder months, we know it can sometimes be difficult to decide whether your child should attend 
school when they are feeling unwell. To help parents make informed decisions, we encourage you to refer to NHS 
guidance, which outlines common illnesses, symptoms and recommended exclusion periods. 

 

Dinner Money 
Dinner money is £13.75 a week and should be paid to the office 
every Monday. Children from Y3 upwards have to pay for their 
meals unless you are entitled to free meals. Under the updated 
entitlement criteria, all children from families receiving Universal 

Credit may now be eligible for Free School Meals. If you are currently receiving Universal Credit 
and have not yet applied for Free School Meals, we encourage you to check your eligibility and submit an application 
as soon as possible. Even if your child is in a year group that already receives a universal meal entitlement (Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2) registering for Free School Meals can help the school access additional funding to support pupils' 
education and wellbeing. For more information on eligibility and how to apply, please contact the School Office.  
 

Y6 Secondary Transfer Applications for September 2026 

Online applications for Year 7 in September 2027 opened on 1 September 2026. Parents and carers who live in 
Birmingham should apply via the Birmingham City Council website by the deadline of 31 October 2026. Full details, 
including admission arrangements and guidance to help parents with making preferences, are available on the 
website. For additional advice and support, please contact Children's Services on 0121 303 1888. 
 
 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?es_c=35722C6646650848B38B1C3C35CA4012&es_cl=0D3BE8C5CF33C9EC1AA46E767A80DD1E&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?es_c=35722C6646650848B38B1C3C35CA4012&es_cl=0D3BE8C5CF33C9EC1AA46E767A80DD1E&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


This half-term virtues are: Attentive & Discerning 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West. 

 

Heartlands Academy Open Event for Y6 children – Saturday 26th September 

Please see the information below sent to us by Heartlands Academy regarding an upcoming open day for children in 
Y6. 
 
We are delighted to invite the Year 6 pupils, parents and carers at to our upcoming Year 6 Open Day at E-ACT 
Heartlands Academy on Saturday 26th September 2026, from 9:30am–12:30pm. 
 
As pupils begin to think about their transition to secondary school, we would love the opportunity to welcome them 
and their families to Heartlands Academy, where they can explore our academy, meet our staff and students, and 
experience what life at Heartlands is really like. 
 
During the morning, visitors will have the opportunity to: 

• Take a tour of our academy 

• Meet our teachers and students 

• Take part in fun and engaging subject activities 

• Find out more about our curriculum 

• Enjoy some of our tasty food 

• Experience music and entertainment 

• Enjoy a fun morning for all the family 
 

St Edmund Campion Open Event for Y6 children - Tuesday 15th September - 5pm-7pm 

St Edmund Campion Catholic School in Erdington is holding an open event for Y6 children on Tuesday, 15th September 
2026, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. All families are invited to go along and see what St Edmund Campion can offer your 
child. The school is based on Sutton Road, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 5XA.  

 

Uniform 
It is wonderful to see all of the children looking so smart in their uniforms! I would just like to remind you of a few of 
our policies regarding uniform in school: 

• Please ensure that your child’s name is clearly written or sewn into each item of 
uniform as this will make it much easier to find it if it gets lost.  
 

• Also as it clearly states in our prospectus; “The school does not permit 
children to have ‘extreme’ hairstyles that could serve as a distraction to 
others. Shaved patterns, lines and colours are not allowed. Hair should be all 
one length and not ‘stepped’ or shaved at different levels.” 
 

• For health and safety reasons, we do not allow children to wear any jewellery 
in school. The only exception to this is small gold studs, which should not be worn on days when your child 
has P.E. or swimming. Members of staff are not allowed to remove earrings, and no responsibility will be taken 
for any child who removes their own earrings. Hoop or Creole earrings, necklaces, bracelets and rings are not 
allowed in school.  
 

• Shoes should be black formal school shoes, NOT trainers or pumps.  
 

• PE kit is a white or red t-shirt with black plain shorts or black jogging bottoms when cold. 
 

Pastoral Team 
In school we have a team of safeguarding DSLs, Wellbeing staff and we also have a Pastoral Team.  Our Pastoral Team 
is made up of myself (Mrs Ashley), Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell (currently on maternity leave), Mrs Gowen, Mrs West, Mrs 
Koumi & Miss Crane. 
 
 
 
 



This half-term virtues are: Attentive & Discerning 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact one of the safeguarding team; 
Mrs Gowen, Mrs Ashley, Mr Caffrey, Mrs Boxwell and Mrs West. 

 

Google Translate  
If you would like to translate the newsletter into your home language, this can be done through Google Translate. 
Please follow the link (Google Translate) where you can ‘drag and drop’ the newsletter and this will automatically 
translate the content into the language you choose. 
 

School’s X (formerly Twitter) Page 
The school does have an account on X (formerly Twitter) which is regularly updated with what the classes have been 
doing each week in school. Please visit our page (St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School, B7 (@stjosb7) / X) to see what 
your children have been doing. You will need an account on X to be able to view any updates. 
 

St Joseph’s Parish  
Mass at St Joseph’s Church takes place every Sunday morning at 9:45am. Please do try to attend Mass as often as you 
can. A coffee morning also takes place every Friday morning at 10:30am at St Joseph’s Church, all are welcome.  

 

Lunch-time Award 
Our weekly lunchtime reward system is open to all children, to earn a reward certificate 
for good behaviour during lunchtimes. Children will be chosen each week and will receive 
their certificate in assembly and be mentioned in the newsletter.  
 

Our lunchtime award winners for this week are: 
 
Alazar – Year 1 Mana – Year 2  Lulya – Year 3  N’Zaria - Year 4 

Attendance  
Well done to Y4 who had the best attendance this week with an incredible 100%! 
 

The full attendance figures are as follows: 
 

Reception: 98%    Year One: 97.7%  Year Two: 94.7%  Year Three: 99.5% 
Year Four: 100%  Year Five: 99.3%  Year Six: 98.7% 
 

This gives a whole school attendance of 98.5% for this week. 
 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children who have shone in school over the last week; 
 

Reception Whole class For settling in well to their new school          
Year 1   Kimberly             For a good start to Year One.   
Year 2  Muaad   For great recall of our class story and actively participating in class discussions.  
Year 3  Henok  For trying his best to improve his behaviour and follow instructions.  
Year 4  Praise  For having a positive attitude towards his learning.   
Year 5  Jasmine  For completing more of her work independently.    
Year 6   Xios   For leading us in a lovely prayer and liturgy this week! 
LFR  Adriel  For settling in really well and following routines independently.  
 
 
 

 

https://translate.google.com/?sl=auto&tl=ti&op=docs
https://x.com/stjosb7?lang=en

